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(b) Any person, vessel, or conveyance 
to take any marine mammal in waters 
or on lands under the jurisdiction of 
the United States. 

[39 FR 7262, Feb. 25, 1974, as amended at 51 
FR 17981, May 16, 1986] 

§ 18.12 Prohibited importation. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in 
subparts C and D of this part 18, it is 
unlawful for any person to import any 
marine mammal or marine mammal 
product into the United States. 

(b) Regardless of whether an importa-
tion is otherwise authorized pursuant 
to subparts C and D of this part 18, it 
is unlawful for any person to import 
into the United States any: 

(1) Marine mammal: (i) Taken in vio-
lation of the Act, or 

(ii) Taken in another country in vio-
lation of the laws of that country; 

(2) Any marine mammal product if: 
(i) The importation into the United 
States of the marine mammal from 
which such product is made would be 
unlawful under paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section, or 

(ii) The sale in commerce of such 
product in the country of origin of the 
product is illegal. 

(c) Except in accordance with an ex-
ception referred to in subpart C and 
§§ 18.31 and 18.32 of this part, it is un-
lawful to import into the United States 
any: 

(1) Marine mammal which was preg-
nant at the time of taking; 

(2) Marine mammal which was nurs-
ing at the time of taking, or less than 
8 months old, whichever occurs later; 

(3) Specimen of an endangered or 
threatened species of marine mam-
mals; 

(4) Specimen taken from a depleted 
species or stock of marine mammals; 
or 

(5) Marine mammal taken in an inhu-
mane manner. 

(d) It is unlawful to import into the 
United States any fish, whether fresh, 
frozen, or otherwise prepared, if such 
fish was caught in a manner proscribed 
by the Secretary of Commerce for per-
sons subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States, whether or not any ma-
rine mammals were in fact taken inci-
dent to the catching of the fish. 

§ 18.13 Prohibited uses, possession, 
transportation, and sales. 

Except as otherwise provided in the 
Act or these regulations, it is unlawful 
for: 

(a) Any person to use any port, har-
bor, or other place under the jurisdic-
tion of the United States for any pur-
pose in any way connected with a pro-
hibited taking or any unlawful impor-
tation of any marine mammal or ma-
rine mammal products; 

(b) Any person to possess any marine 
mammal, or product therefrom, taken 
in violation of the Act or these regula-
tions; 

(c) Any person to transport, pur-
chase, sell, or offer to purchase or sell 
any marine mammal or marine mam-
mal product; or 

(d) Any person subject to the juris-
diction of the United States to use in a 
commercial fishery, any means or 
method of fishing in contravention of 
regulations and limitations issued by 
the Secretary of Commerce for that 
fishery to achieve the purposes of this 
Act. 

[39 FR 7262, Feb. 25, 1974, as amended at 51 
FR 17981, May 16, 1986] 

§ 18.14 Marine mammals taken before 
the Act. 

(a) Section 102(e) of the Act provides 
in effect that the Act shall not apply to 
any marine mammal taken prior to De-
cember 21, 1972, or to any marine mam-
mal product consisting of, or composed 
in whole or in part of, any marine 
mammal taken before such date. Such 
status may be established by submit-
ting to the Director prior to, or at the 
time of importation, an affidavit con-
taining the following: 

(1) The Affiant’s name and address; 
(2) Identification of the Affiant; 
(3) A description of the marine mam-

mals or marine mammal products 
which the Affiant desires to import; 

(4) A statement by the Affiant that 
to the best of his knowledge and belief, 
the marine mammals involved in the 
application were taken prior to Decem-
ber 21, 1972; 

(5) A statement by the Affiant in the 
following language: 

The foregoing is principally based on the 
attached exhibits which, to the best of my 
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knowledge and belief, are complete, true and 
correct. I understand that this affidavit is 
being submitted for the purpose of inducing 
the Federal Government to permit the im-
portation of lllll under the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 
1361–1407) and regulations promulgated 
thereunder, and that any false statements 
may subject me to the criminal penalties of 
18 U.S.C. 1001. 

(b) Either one of two exhibits shall be 
attached to such affidavit, and will 
contain either: 

(1) Records or other available evi-
dence showing that the product con-
sists of or is composed in whole or in 
part of marine mammals taken prior to 
December 21, 1972. Such records or 
other evidentiary material must in-
clude information on how, when, 
where, and by whom the animals were 
taken, what processing has taken place 
since taking, and the date and location 
of such processing; or 

(2) A statement from a government 
agency of the country of origin exer-
cising jurisdiction over marine mam-
mals that any and all such mammals 
from which the products sought to be 
imported were derived were taken prior 
to December 21, 1972. 

(c) Service agents, or Customs offi-
cers, may refuse to clear marine mam-
mals or marine mammal products for 
importation into the United States, 
pursuant to § 14.53 of this subchapter, 
until the importer can demonstrate, by 
production of the affidavit referred in 
above or otherwise, that section 102(e) 
of the Act applies to all affected items. 

(d) This section has no application to 
any marine mammal or marine mam-
mal product intended to be imported 
pursuant to § 18.21, § 18.31 or § 18.32 of 
this part. 

[39 FR 7262, Feb. 25, 1974, as amended at 51 
FR 17981, May 16, 1986] 

Subpart C—General Exceptions 

§ 18.21 Actions permitted by inter-
national treaty, convention, or 
agreement. 

The Act and these regulations shall 
not apply to the extent that they are 
inconsistent with the provisions of any 
international treaty, convention or 
agreement, or any statute imple-
menting the same, relating to the tak-

ing or importation of marine mammals 
or marine mammal products, which 
was existent and in force prior to De-
cember 21, 1972, and to which the 
United States was a party. Specifi-
cally, the regulations in subpart B of 
this part and the provisions of the Act 
shall not apply to activities carried out 
pursuant to the Interim Convention on 
the Conservation of North Pacific Fur 
Seals signed in Washington on Feb-
ruary 9, 1957, and the Fur Seal Act of 
1966, 16 U.S.C. 1151–1187, as, in each 
case, from time to time amended. 

§ 18.22 Taking by Federal, State or 
local government officials. 

(a) A Federal, State or local govern-
ment official or employee may take a 
marine mammal in the course of his 
duties as an official or employee and no 
permit shall be required, if such tak-
ing: 

(1) Is accomplished in a humane man-
ner; 

(2) Is for the protection or welfare of 
such mammal or from the protection of 
the public health or welfare; and 

(3) Includes steps designed to insure 
return of such mammal, if not killed in 
the course of such taking, to its nat-
ural habitat. In addition, any such offi-
cial or employee may, incidental to 
such taking, possess and transport, but 
not sell or offer for sale, such mammal 
and use any port, harbor or other place 
under the jurisdiction of the United 
States. All steps reasonably prac-
ticable under the circumstances shall 
be taken by any such employee or offi-
cial to prevent injury or death to the 
marine mammal as the result of such 
taking. 

(b) Each taking permitted under this 
section should be included in a written 
report, to be submitted to the Director 
every six months, beginning December 
31, 1973. Unless otherwise permitted by 
the Director, the report shall contain a 
description of: 

(1) The animal involved; 
(2) The circumstances requiring the 

taking; 
(3) The method of taking; 
(4) The name and official position of 

the State official or employee involved; 
(5) The disposition of the animal, in-

cluding in cases where the animal has 
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